
 

 

Blue Springs Music Booster General Membership Meeting 
Monday, April 8, 2013; 6:30 at Sunny Point Elementary School 

 
Attending: 
Melinda Bowman 
Jon Robichaud 
Jennifer Conner 
Chrystal Simon 
Michelle Cunningham 
Cathy Althoff 

Lauren Malone 
Liz Loos 
Karen Eagle 
Dave Leubbert 
Angela Himegarner 
Donna Price 

Shirley Atkinson 
Jenifer Ward 
Mark Hamblin 
Jean Gard 
Tamara Cole 
Lauri Redmon

 
Minutes 

 
Meeting began at 6:39 pm.  Michelle welcomed all attendees to the meeting and thanked them for their attendance.   
 
Meeting Minutes:  Minutes from the February 11, 2013 were presented for inclusion into the record.  Chrystal Simon 
motioned and Jennifer Conner seconded that they should be accepted.  Minutes were approved. 
 
Financials:  Chrystal Simon distributed financials and went through them.  Funds Held For Schools account has a balance 
of $37,623.82 and the general checking account has a balance of $30,339.92. 
 
Gifts to Schools:  Lauren Malone (SPE) introduced us to her bass metallaphone, which the Music Boosters assisted her in 
purchasing.  Nathan Wilhoit (SVMS) is still in the process of acquiring his Korg Stage Vintage Piano. 
 
K through 8 Music Subscriptions:  Most all elementary school teachers use this publication and love it.  The Music 
Boosters are gifting these subscriptions for the upcoming 2013-2014 school year to the elementary teachers.  There are 
several different types of subscriptions, so to be fair to all, we are contributing $125 for each subscription.  If a particular 
teacher would see a need for the downloadable portion of this subscription, the price is slightly more; the difference can 
be paid from the “Funds Held For Schools” account if they would like.  The board has not determined whether this will 
be an ongoing gift each year, and will evaluate the need/response again next year to determine further action. 
 
Michelle also asked that the teachers continue to submit requests for items they would like assistance with from the 
Music Boosters.  The board reviews all of them. 
 
Membership:  The Board continues to think of new ways to engage new members.  Any assistance and/or suggestions 
from teachers or parents is appreciated!  We will try to have “Recruitment Tables” at the TTI Parent night on April 16 
and again at both locations of Sing Fest on April 29th .  Shirley Atkinson volunteered to be the teacher spokesperson on 
behalf of Boosters at the South location and said that Evelyn Erickson would be a great person to do it on the North side.   
We want to utilize the opportunity to “advertise” the Booster organization to families attending these events.  It is 
NEVER TOO LATE to join and support the Music Boosters during the school year! 

 
Try the Instrument Day:  Jon Robichaud said the response from the students was tremendous.  Michelle relayed a story 
of a parent whose daughter wasn’t sure whether she would enjoy band, but after TTID came home very enthused.  The 
upside of having the Try the Instrument function during the day is that all students are exposed to the instruments, 
instead of only those whose parents are able to attend an evening function.  A comment several parents made was that 
they had wished they could have been present to see how the kids did on their initial try on the instruments.  One of the 
teachers in attendance requested a possibly earlier TTID next year so students could put band as one of their courses, 
and keep the schedule changes to a minimum. 
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Singfest:  Mark your calendars for April 29th.  Fifth grade students, as selected by their music teachers from all 
elementary schools in the district, participate in a rehearsal and concert at their attending high schools.  Since they leave 
school early to rehearse and perform, Music Boosters provides a dinner of pizza, water, and cookies for these students.  
This is one of the major functions we host as the Music Booster organization.  Donna Price estimated around 320 
students will be participating this year.  Shana mentioned our volunteer list is still rather small, and we can always use 
more helping hands.  Karen Eagle said she will ask some of her parents if they would be willing to help.  Please contact 
us if you would like to help.  The children usually eat around 6:00 PM, so volunteers need only to show up around 5:15 
to help get everything situated for the kids to eat.  It’s a fun, rewarding afternoon for all who attend. 
 
Mark Hamblin will make sure the eating areas are reserved and coordinate with the schools about tables being in place, 
etc. prior to the event. 
 
Retiring Teacher Recognition:  We recognized Shirley Atkinson for her 11 years at DWMS (35 years of total teaching).  
She was surprised with a Country Club Plaza giftcard and chocolate dipped fruit.  Evelyn Ericson was unable to attend, 
but Michelle said she would deliver her gifts personally on Tuesday. 

 
New Officers:  Tamara Cole was voted in as Treasurer.  Angela Himegarner was voted in as VP of fundraising.  Lauri 
Redmon was voted in as Secretary.  Jon Robichaud motioned and Karen Eagle seconded that these nominations be 
accepted. 
 
The new board members will begin their full duties over the summer, and the existing board members will remain active 
through the end of this school year. 
 
Karen Eagle commended the board on how nicely they have handled things over the past year. 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 7:14 PM. 
 
 
Submitted by: 
Melinda Bowman 


