
 

 

Blue Springs Music Boosters 
Board/Membership Meeting 

Monday, April 7, 2014 
Brittany Hill Middle School, Band Room 

 

Attending (Please verify attendees): 
Michelle Cunningham, President 
Jon Robichaud, Staff Liaison 
Liz Loos, Historian 
Angela Himegarner, VP-Fundraising 
Tamara Cole, Treasurer 
Ronnee Schweizer 

Carla Girkin 
Melissa Cerise 
Andrea Thomas 
Andrea Latendresse  
Karen Eagle 
Elizabeth Puyear

 

Call to Order:  The meeting was called to order by President Michelle Cunningham at 6:30 p.m. 

Special Guests:  Michelle introduced Mrs. Elizabeth Puyear, BHMS Band Instructor.  Mrs. 
Puyear introduced her Jazz Band.  The band then played several songs for those in attendance. 

Scholarship Report:  Historian Liz Loos reported on Scholarships.  This initial year we had six 
applicants from BSSHS and none received from BSHS.  The applicants had to complete an 
application, request letters of recommendation, provide transcripts and write a short paper on 
What Music Means to Them.  The intention was to give one $500 scholarship to each school.  
Since there were no BSHS applicants, we awarded two $500 scholarships to BSSHS.  Pearson 
Harris and Stephanie Curry were the 2014 recipients.  Liz has notified both winners.  The $10 
Booster membership helps to support these scholarships.  The Candy Fundraiser also 
contributes to the scholarships as well as to the teacher’s individual accounts. 

SingFest:  Michelle explained that SingFest is an event for selected 5th graders at each of the 
elementary schools and will be held on Monday, April 28th.  The instructors organizing it are 
Debbie Gray, Karen Eagle, and Donna Price.  The Boosters provide pizza, a cookie and bottled 
water for the event.  We also take care of the logistics of lunch (pizza delivery, handing it out, 
payment of, etc).  The instructors indicated that 10 volunteers per location (each high school) is 
plenty.  The kids are bussed about 4:00 to their high school, the practice from 4-6, break for 
dinner, performance at 7.  This is approximately the 36th or 37th year of Sing Fest.  Michelle will 
touch base with Karen Eagle as to whether Booster members are needed to assist. 

Bylaws Amendment:  Michelle made a motion to remove the Historian position from the 
bylaws and to add VP – Scholarship and VP – Special Events/Singfest to the bylaws.  Tamara 
Cole seconded.  Discussion:  Michelle shared that over the years a Historian was no longer 
necessary.  We have clear roles/responsibilities for the two new positions on the board. There 
being no other discussion, a vote was taken and the motion passed unanimously. 



 

 

2014 – 2016 Board Positions:  Michelle introduced the following individuals slated for the open 
Board positions.  Each member discussed their and their children’s involvement in the Music 
programs in the Blue Springs School District. 

 President – Ronnie Schweizer 

 Vice President, Scholarship – Carla Girkin 

 Vice President, Special Events/Singfest – Andrea Thomas 

 Vice President, Membership – Melissa Cerise 

Jon Robichaud made a motion to accept the entire slate of officers for the 2014-2016 2 year 
term.  Michelle seconded.  Seeing no other discussion, a vote was taken and the slate was 
voted in unanimously.  The current board will continue through the end of the school year.  
Transitions will occur during the summer. 

Financial Update:  Tamara distributed a financial packet that contained a current fiscal year to 
date income statement, a balance sheet, and the Funds Held Balance and Activity for each 
school.  Tamara highlighted the following activity since the last Board meeting: 

 We have received IRS notices related to the 8/31/2009 and 8/31/10 fiscal years.  
The notices were because the 990 Tax Return was filed late and thus a penalty 
and interest was being charged.  Tamara is currently working with the Booster’s 
Tax Account who prepares those 990s to request an abatement of 
penalty/interest. 

 There is still about $3,000 outstanding in candy sale money. 

 We have paid the two scholarships 

 We have paid contractors for what used to be Try the Instrument Night.  It was 
noted that one middle school has yet to turn in their receipts so we would likely 
need to increase this budget for next year.   

 We have paid $1,700 towards approved requests that were a part of the budget.  
We also approved $1,300 in requests for Booster funds.   

 Tamara asked if the K-8 Music subscriptions Boosters paid for this year (2013-
2014) was useful to the elementary schools.  Those in attendance said definitely 
so we will continue to do this for next year as well.  Michelle will assist in getting 
that process started. 

Michelle adjourned the meeting at 7:25 p.m. 


